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The real 
fight for 
democracy 


UITE suddenly, things have 
become a good deal clearer 
than they were. They have 
not become more encouraging. 
Politically, in Europe and in 
other parts of the world, the 
cleavage between the Commun- 
ists and the others—for it begs 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


the question to label all the 
opposition to Communism as 
Fascism—has become more 
manifest. 

In Manchuria it has reached the 
stage of open civil war on a large 
scale. The successful attack by the 
Communists on Chanchung, held by 
the Government forces, is of a kind 
that cannot be ignored as an incident: 
and it is hard to believe that the pro- 
cess can stop. In the Philippines 
elections are at hand which offer a 
rough parellel to those of Greece: and 
the indications are that, as in Greece, 
the cleavage between Right and Left 
will only become more acute. 

Typical of the cleavage and the 
‘chaos is the “trial” of Gen, Milgalo- 
vich in Jugoslavia, from which the 
evidence of Americans and British 
that he fought pertinacéously against 
the Germans is deliberately excluded. 


His crime, evidently, is anti-Com- 
munism., 


Vogue in}decline 
PPHE same pattern with minor 

variations is visible all over the 
parts of the world directly involved in 
the ravages of the war. Only in 
North-Western Europe is the outline 
complicated by the continued func- 
troning of democracy. The territory 
of democracy jis now fearfully re- 
‘stricted. The change that has come 
to pass in Europe between the vogue 
of democracy at the end of the Jast 
war and its decline by the end of this 
one is as significant as it js striking. 
But its significance thas been very 
imperfectly apprehended by pacifists, 
whom it intimately concerns. 

On the existence of democracy—in 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


Plain-song of hope 


TPHIs is written on April 23: which 
is Shakespeare’s birthday, and 
the day on which, in most years, 
I expect to hear the cuckoo. A day 
on which, no matter what the con- 
dition of the world, I tend to feel 
lighthearted. Shakespeare and the 
‘cuckoo (about which he wrote so 
divinely: “the plain-song cuckoo 
gray") are to me an assurance that 
there is some imperishable thread 
of beauty in the world, that hope 
dies only to be reborn. 
pA RD surely enough there has been at this 


-Easter in a spread an i 
men’s concern for the fisetal Stone ae pet 
starving millions of the world. For. them 
indeed this spring will seem a hitter 
mockery. But something is beginning to be 
done, 

YHNHE concern of Peace News is to foster 
every concern’ that offers hope for 
humanity. Let Peace News become your 
concern. 
THE EDITOR. 
Contributions sinee Apri] 12: £19 15s, 10d. 
Total for 1946: £178 10s. 11d. 
Please make cheques, ete., payable to Peace 
News. Ltd.. and addresa them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


EASTER MOVES MAY 
YET AVERT FAMINE 


American lead towards filling 5,000,000-ton ‘gap’ 


(ASTER 1946 may go down in history as the momentous occasion when, at the last hour, millions of people 
\Bu4 - *: ” 
throughout the world were “liberated from famine. 


_ After more than a week of hectic international excharges, of 
deliberations of the Combined Food Board in Washington the conscience of the 


stirred to action. 


Immediate measures are being taken 
to send large quantities of wheat to 
the needy countries though it is none 
too soon, and may still not be enough 
to fill the “ gap ” of 5,000,000 tons. 


President Truman thas announced 
that USA is taking strong measures 
to export during the first half of this 
y2ar 1,000,000 tons of wheat monthly 
to Asia and Europe. Canada is to 
provide immediately another 160,000 
tons of cereals and at the same time 
proposes the setting up of a combined 
flour board to control exports. 

Further, Great Britain is diverting 
200,000 tons of csreals from stocks, 
which Canada and America has 
guaranteed to replace by September 
next. 


PT INRRA is asking for 700,000 
tons of cereals monthly but in 
May will receive only 347,000 tons. 
It is noteworthy, too, that 
Britain’s contribution of 200,000 
tons is less than half the amount 
which Mr. Hoover requested. 


In any case, UNRRA will be need- 
ing a larger share of the British allo- 
cation of 200,000 tons, as at present 
it is proposed to allocate only 60,000 
tons of this total to UNRRA coun- 
tries, a similar amount to the British 
zone in Germany and the Far East, 
while the remainder of 20,000 tons is 
expected to go to other unspecified 
countries, 

To speed up grain ships to the 
needy countries American millsrs have 
been ordered to cut production of flour 


for domestic consumption by 25 per 
cent, and farmers are to get a bonus 
for early delivery of wheat. 


E.URTHER evidence that President 
Truman’s administration was 
“gambling with the lives of millions 
of innocent war victims” as Mr. 
Herbert H. Lehman, former. director 
of UNRRA has described it, is con- 
tained in a Reuter message from 
Washington revealing that before 
Mr, Truman stated at a Press confer- 
ence on April 11 that the world food 
crisis would be over in 90 days he was 
informed by his Famine Emergency 
Committee that 
“it is certain that the highest pos- 
sible grain production in 1946, every- 
where in the world, will barely be 
enough to avert famine again next 
year.” 


“Faulty planning ” 


It was at a Washington meeting on 
April 16 that Mr. Lehman criticized 
the Truman administration’s “ negli- 
gence.” He said that the US govern- 
ment was “ indulging in faulty plan- 
ning and unrealistic measures,” add- 
ing: “I strongly disagree with its 
views that the crisis will be over in 
90 days.” 

Statistics of the Department of Agri- 
culture reveal the present American 
grain position. 

At present the US has 378,000,000 bushels 
of cereals to be allocated as follows: For 
home consumption: 125,000,000 bushels; for 
seed: 13,000,000; for feed: 35,000,000; and 
for carry-over at July 1 next: 150,000,000 
bushels. 

This would leave a surplus of only 
55,000.000 bushels which is 77,000,000 less 
than the total! pramised to UNRRA. 


“ pressure” 


broadcasts and the official 
better-fed world has at last been 


HOOVER’S SIX-POINTS 


Mr. Herbert Hoover’s “six 
blunt suggestions” are sum- 
marized below: 

I The United States govern- 

* ment to requisition, as she 
did during the war, enough wheat 
to assure exports to famine areas. 

Such a programme would 

* represent a reduction of Jess 
than half a pound of bread a’ 
day. 
5) All nations in the world 
“* who now ‘exceed a_ bread 
ration of 300 grammes (about 
103 oz.) a day, should reduce it 
to that figure though this would 
be a particular burden to Britain, 
Holland and Denmark. 
* The British should release 
* about 500,000 tons of bread- 
stuffs, as they are carrying that 
much extra “in their pipeline” 
than before the war. 
4 A reduction of 40 per cent. 
* in the foodstuffs being ex- 
ported to Latin America. 
(4 The Russian contribution to 
** the general pool might be 
raised to 300,000 tons per month 
as a “great human service.” 
6 Priority of supplies should 
* be given to smaller liberated 
nations because they have suffered 
most. 


* 


Even the proposal of earmarking 25 
per cent. of USA flour output for 
Government purchases still leaves a 
deficit of 50,000,000 bushels. 


RUSSI A: The enormous test 


{tT is tempting to think that, if 

there were no Russia—or even if 
Russia had stuck to what appeared to 
be its pre-war policy of complete 
isolation—the world might be on the 
way to a settled peace. 

True, there was no Russia in 1918- 
19, when Germany was defeated as 
thoroughly by the standards of those 
days as she has been today; but the 
world did not find the road to settled 
peace. Europe, in which Britain is 
included, then had the prdering of its 
own affairs without interference. 
USA and Russia, for different 
reasons, stood aside. And Europe 
failed at the test. England and 
France failed to make firiends with 
Germany. To suppose, as some 
“realists ” still do, that they might 
have “ecrushed’? Germany to better 
effect is just stupid. The post-war 
“erushing” of a great European 
nation was not in 1919 a thinkable 
idea. Even today it can only be done 
as part of the activity of war itself. 


_It is possible. even probable, that 
since 1919 the Western European 
nations have learned something. But 
there is not much evidence that they 
hava learned enough to make them 
capable of a peaceful settlement of 
Europe, supposing Russia were in a 
similar condition of impotence to that 
of 1919. Russia is certainly a new 
and formidable complication: but to 
suppose that the situation would be 
simple without her is to escape into 
a hypothetical reality. And, pro- 
bably, the complication that Russia 
has brought to the-problem of Europe 
ee some extent a simplification 
also, 


HE view taken just now by 
intelligent and iopen- 
minded observers of the European 
future is sombre in the extreme. For 
instance, George Orwell writes: 
“There is no workable way of dividing 
Europe into zones of influence, because until 
one reaches the Atlantic there is no real 
frontier. Either there must be a genuine 
effort at international co-operation, which 
implies decent treatment of minorities, or the 
whole of Europe must be conquered by a 
single state. Since the first solution will 
probably not be tried, and the second will 
probably be resisted, another and a larger 
Massacre seems the likeliest outcome.” 
(Tribune, April 5.) z 
But, leaving aside the atom-bomb, 


‘ 


by 
JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


what in the West is going to fight 
Russia? France collapsed at a 
touch from Germany. She would 
never even pretend to fight Russia 
with the Communist party so strong 
among her workers. Without France, 
there is no conceivable continental 
European resistance to Russia. It 
would all fall to Britain; and Britain’s 
only possible function would bre to 
serve as a bridgehead for USA. 
Bridgeheads and atomic warfare do 
not combine, except to make zero. 


No European war 


So I cannot foresee another Euro- 
pean war. Th coming struggle, 
which will be severe and prolonged, 
will (I think) be of another order 
altogether. It will be a competition 
between economic and social systems: 
an experimental test whether Russia 
can make a better job of reorganizing 
and reconstructing Eastern Europe 
than the various Western European 
nations can of Western Europe. And 
the prize will be the allegiance of 
Germany. 

I think, too, that Russia will have 
to work pretty hard to win the prize. 
She has blotted her copy-book badly 
iin the Eastern marches of Western 
Europe. And her reaction to the un- 
popularity of her methods of “ libera- 
tion” in Austria and Hungary and 
Eastern Germany has not been wise. 
It is said that the leaflet which did 
most to overwhelm the Communists 
in the Hungarian elections was one 
which ran : “If you want the glorious 
Red Army to stay in Hungary, vote 
for the Communists.” 

The Russians start with a handi- 
cap, and though they can correct it 
for the moment by the strong arm (as 
in Hungary) sooner or later they have 
to make good their claim to be libera- 
tcrs indeed. They have to enable 
their satellite nations to live tolerably: 
to supply them, or enable them to 
supply each other, with the things 
which Germany supplied, to resist the 
temptation to exploit them. More- 
over, the further Russian control 
reaches towards Western Europe, the 


harder will it be to prevent the iron- 
curtain from being riddled with holes. 
Mere propaganda about the backward- 
ness and slavery of the Western 
peoples under Capitalism. or semi- 
socialism (as it then will be), will not 
cut much ice with the Czechs, or the 
Poles, or the Austrians. ; 

I don’t know whether Russia will 
make good, in this large and human 
sense. I hope she does. I am con- 
vineed that, in order to make good, 
some of the features about the Rus- 
sian system which arouse the dzepest 
alarm and misgivings will have to be 
radically changed. I am equally con- 
cerned that Western Europe should 
also make good, by its own methods. 

For, though I have said that the 
prize in this competition is the alle- 
giance of Germany, the best result by 
far is that the prize should be divided 
between the competitors: in other 
words, that Germany should be the 
synthesis between the ideologies and 
social systems of Russia and the West. 
That historical mission would give the 
great creative gifts of the German 
people an outlat worthy of them— 
such as they have never had. 


USSIA has now before her 

the truly enormous task of 
justifying her own brute strength—as 
she has applied it to Europe. Those 
who believe as an article of faith that 
Russia can never fail have singularly 
little conception of the kind of test to 
which Russia will be submitted. The 
tera of the nurely material calculus as 
applied to Russia is over: now she has 
to prove herself as an instrument of 
civilization. She has exposed herself 
to contact with Europe, and to the 
judgment of Europe: and she cannot 
withdraw. 

Finally. I do not believe that a 
direct undorstanding between Russia 
and the West is possible for some 
years to come. Those who feel that, 
without such a direct understanding, 
war is inevitable are thinking in terms 
not of the mresent, but the past. The 
main problem of the future is pre- 
ciselv to evolve a basis of understand- 
ing between Russia and the West. No 
formulas are of the faintest use. The 
thing can onlv come existentially—out 
of real experience: out of actual life 
on the frontiers, so to speak. 
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FAIT ACCOMPLI 


JN an able leading article The Ob- 
server (Ap. 21) makes the point 
that, in substance, it does not matter 
very much whether the forthcoming 
conference of Foreign Ministers suc- 
ceeds or fails. The disposition of 
Europe has, in fact, been settled— 
mainly by the unilateral action of 
Russia, which has made what are in 
effect separate treaties of peace with 
its satellite states. Britain and USA 
have done almost the same with Italy. 
The vexed question of Trieste is the 
question whether or not the chief port 
of central Europe should belong to the 
Russian or the Western European 
zone. The Observer thinks we have 
made up our minds to keep hold of it 
for Western Europe. All that really 
remains for the conference to find out 
is whether Russia on the one hand 
and USA and Britain on the other are 
prepared to recognise each other’s 
respective zones of influence: whether 
Russia is prepared to surrender all 
claim to interfere in the settlement of 
the Western zone, in return for USA 
and Britain surrendering all claim to 
interfere in the settlement of the 
Eastern zone. 

In other words, what has been occu- 

pied by the military forces of either 
side will be settled entirely at their 
discretion. Whatever we may think 
of this solution, it is certainly the 
only possible one now. It makes no 
pretence of justice or principle as be- 
tween the Big Three themselves. 
Whatever justice or principle there is 
will be that which is applied by 
themselves with their own zones. 
Probably, in view of the vast dis- 
crepancy between Russian ideas and 
those of the West, no other outcome 
was ever possible. But it needs to be 
accepted realistically. Just as 
rigorously as Russia excludes Western 
influence from the settlement of her 
own zone. so Russia must be rigor- 
ously excluded from the settlement of 
the Western zone. 
_ It is difficult for Englishmen to ad- 
just their minds to a peace settlement 
of this kind. This is precisely the 
kind of settlement, we are tempted by 
mental habit to say, which leads to 
war. But it is quite probable that 
the old arguments have ceased to be 
relevant. The hypothetical com- 
munity of nations upon which the 
peace treaties of the past have been 
based, or which at least they have 
assumed as a background, has ceased 
to exist. 

There is now one community of 
nations grouped about Russia, on one 
set of principles; and a looser and freer 
community of nations grouped about 
USA and Britain, on a quite different 
set of principles. Frankly to recog- 
mise their disparity, and the impossi- 
bility (for years to come) of any 
genuine communication or real under- 
standing between them, is not at all to 
accept the inevitability of war be- 
twe:n them. Pretence of community, 
agreement that is merely verbal, pro- 
bably creates more danger of war 
than this novel and unprecedented 
division will do. 

The one, very serious, qualification 
to this picture is that it implies the 
partition of Germany for a long 
period, and perhaps also of Austria. 
Whether the partition of Germany is 
So serious a menace to peace as jt is 
often represented ta be is doubtful, 
Nationalist independence is hardly a 
live option for any Germany that is 
likely to exist in the near future. 
And since the cultural cleavage be- 
tween Eastern and Western Europe is 
likely to be more important than any 
other Jssue for the German people, it 
1s quite possible that political par- 
tition will seem to them in itself a 
minor matter compared with the qu:s- 
fee pay Aaet side of the line they 
dive—if they are v ive 
Rat y to be allowed to live 

The temptation which fhas to be 
resisted is to apnly the criteria of the 
liheral em, uniformly, to the new 
Eurore. Even in the old Europe the'r 
acceptance grew more perfunctorv as 
one pass2d from West to East. That 
the'r currency should be definitely 
Iim‘ted to a territorv wher2in they are 
applied in the spirit as well as the 


The Letter and 
the Spirit 


A plea for tolerance in the P.P.U. 
by LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


HE AGM is upon us. 

It is, for the PPU, a 
Day of Judgment; and for the 
future of the PPU (to which we 
must all wish well) it is, I 
believe, far more important that it 
should be conducted in the right spirit, 
than that right or wrong resolutions 
dealing with our future policy should 
be carried or defeated; for I have jin 
mind how far from edifying was the 
spirit in which, on previous occasions. 
some of our resolutions—involving 
strong differences of opinion—were 
debated; and how very lacking in 
tolerance or good temper “the min- 
ority mind ” proved itself. 

Pacifism ig not a simple thing; in 
the letter it may sezm so (“I renounce 
war, and will never support ” etc.); in 
the spirit it is supremely difficult. 
Even if human nature does not make 
it so, modern social conditions do. The 
man who labels himself ‘an absolute 
pacifist.” raises in my mind a doubt— 
not of his sincerity, but of whether he 
has ever put his nose down to the 
grindstone of thought as to what 
“ absolute ” means. 


No “ absolution ” 


For one can only be an absolute 
pacifist, if one is an absolute escapist, 
avoiding any part whatever in the 
economic structure of modern society. 
It is not sufficient that he should re- 
fuse to pay income tax, he must refuse 
to make an income of taxable pro- 
portions, because, however tax-resist- 
ing he may be, his goods can be dis- 
trained, and sold, and the proceeds go 
to the support of war. For the same 
reason the must not smoke, drink tea 
or beer, or take sugar; and it would be 
difficult to name any employment 
which, in certain contingencies, does 
not give aid to the prosecution of 
war, 


TPHOSE are merely literal 
difficulties in the way of 
separating one’s self “ absolutely ” 
from any connection with war. But 
in pleading with the so-called “ abso- 
lutist ’ to have more tolerance, I want 
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A Political Decalogue 


1. I believe that my life and that of 
my family depend on the life of my 
town; the life of my town, on the 
life of my country; the life of my 
country, on the life of all the coun- 
tries forming the world community. 

2. I believe true peace to be the 
health of all these lives, forming 
together one single life. ) 

3. I believe that, since this single life 
is a world community, it must be 
governed as one and become a world 
commonwealth. 

4. I believe that peace is only attain- 
able when common aims are sought 
by common means. 

5. I believe collective security is the 


of collective repression. : 

6. I believe nations must submit to 
general rules of behaviour towards 
each other and towards the world 
community as the community may 
dictate. 

7. I believe that, in the world of men 
and nations, who wrongs one 
wrongs all, 

8. I believe that, just as a nation is 
a limb of the world commonwealth, 
so must national patriotism be a 
living part of world natriotism. 

9. I helieve that all disputes between 
nations can and must be settled by 
reason, in the name and interests 
of the world commonwealth and by 
its institutions. 

10. I believe all wars are civil wars. 

—Salvador de Madariaga, “ Vic- 
tors, Beware.” 


letfer may be all to the good in the 
long run. The all-important thing is 
that Western Europe should organize 
itself on its own principles as 
thoroughly as Eastern Europe is be- 
ing organized on Russia’s. The dan- 
ger to peace will come if Western 
Europe is divided in its allegiance to 
its own historical] pnincples. 


outcome of collective policy and not | 


to go further away from things literal 
in a more spiritual direction. A man, 
who is a good pacifist in spirit, may 
accept something which to others may 
seem almost like a breach of faith in 
the principles of pacifism. And as, 
quite recently, the question was raised, 
in a spirit of rather angry censorship. 
I want to suggest that the taking of 
life, or the not taking of life, is not 
the final proof either way of pacifism 
or non-pacifism. 

For I hold that a man who believes 
it necessary to take life for the food 
of others, and takes it without hatred, 
yet is as ready to give succour to a 
wounded enemy as to a friend, is 
nearer to true pacifism, and to true 
Christianity, than a man who con- 
scientiously spares life, but hates the 
life he spares. And so, I believe that 
many soldiers may have had in their 
hearts more of the root of true paci- 
fism (which is the elimination of all 
hatred of one’s fellow-man) than some 
of our professing pacifists, who—if 
one may judge by their words and 
their demeanour—make almost a vir- 
tue of hatred, or at any rate of bitter 
personal dislike. 

I have to own that I myself have 
found the most difficult test of my 
pacifism in ‘relation to individuals, 
letting my hatred of the things they 
stand for become personal, so that I 
do not really wish them ,well, or to 
cure the evil that is in them, but only 
to be rid of them, and quite ready to 
accept riddance by evil means if 
nothing else will do it. 


Personal test 


I wonder how many pacifists can 
honestly say that they did not regret 
the failure of the conspiracy to assas- 
sinate Hitler? And when one con- 
siders how manx thousands of lives 
his death then might have spared, I 
confess that I have no answer to the 
claim that the taking of one life may 
bea great mercy for others. 

But I do, nevertheless, admit the 
danger of allowing a wrong principle 
to govern the conduct of individuals 
or the policy of nations: acceptance 
of the rare exception may so easily be 


. degraded and become the rule; and 


surely the reason is that material con- 
siderations—not spiritual—govern the 
conduct of at least nine-tenths 
(ninety-nine hundredths might be 
nearer) of average humanity; and as 
all nations are made up of average 
humanity (with some averages per- 
haps a little bettey than others) it 
necessarily follows that in inter- 
national relations the taking, or the 
not taking of life, is finally decided by 
material interests, though bel’evers in 
war love to pretend that they are 
spiritual. 


But here, surely is the basis 
of our Pacifist faith: we 
believe that in individual and in 
nation alike the more our conduct is 
ruled by spiritual instead of material 
considerations the more we behave to 
others with generosity and goodwill 
instead of with rivalry and suspicion, 
the further are we removed from the 
apparent necessity of taking life, 
whether in criminal procedure or in 
war. This. therefore, is the faith of 
pacifists: that if we were indeed a 
Christian or a Pacifist nation, with no 
hatred or fear of ‘our fellow nations, 
we should never feel we had cause to 
take life, and should never have cause 
to take life; for in such a society the 
power of evil would be so greatlv 
diminished, that no man. however evil 
his intent, could so rise to power as 
to endanger its well-being. 

If that is the nacifist faith it must 
begin with ours?lves in our individual 
relations; and that is whv I vlead that 
we should conduct opr AGM debates 
with more goodwill and generosity 
and kindness to one another than we 
have done in the past. 

Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it. whether signed or nnsigned. do not 
necesanrily represent the nolicy of the Peace 
Pledge Union. of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor doea the aeceptance of advertiaements 
imnly any endorsement of. or PPU connexion 
with. the matter advertised. 
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I. 
Basie Issues 


THE Committee appointed by the 

National Council of the PPU 
to consider and report on issues re- 
lating to International, Industrial 
and Social order divided itself into 
two sections. That which dealt 
with basic long-term issues has now 
drafted an interim report, which 
does not necessarily represent the 
opinion of the movement as a whole. 
But it is of such interest and im- 
portance that we propose to publish 
it section by section over a period of 
nine weeks. Comments and critic- 
ism on the report will be helpful to 
the Committee in preparing the 
final draft and will be welcomed by 
the Secretary, Dr. A. K. Jameson, 
at 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, 


SOME FUNDAMENTAL 
PROPOSITIONS 


Section One 


1 A rational way of life for every 
* man includes the endeavour to 
enrich his personality by means of 
all experience, physical, esthetic, 
moral and spiritual, with the intent 
to achieve wholeness. 


° Man through his experience dis- 

~* covers a standard of values and 
the existence of spiritual laws, and 
he lives his own life best in accord- 
ance with these. He becomes an 
integrated personality only in so 
far as he appreciates this. In the 
effort to achieve integration man 
must constantly be substituting 
higher for lower values. 


9 Man has a kinship with the 

+ whole of created nature and 
therefore he finds his fullest de- 
velopment through a_ sensitive 
regard for all forms of life. While 
not denying the existence of partial 
antagonisms within the natural 
order, the right attitude of man 
towards nature is one of under- 
standing of its laws and of en- 
deavouring to work in co-operation 
with those rather than in opposition 
to them. 


4, Mankind is one: its unity tran- 
* scends all differences of race and 
nationality. 

5 Man is essentially a creative be- 

*** ing and full development of his 
personality can be obtained only 
through the exercise of his creative 
faculties. Those faculties can be 
exercised in various ways, such as 
the founding and education of a 
family, personal relationships, 
social and communal organization, 
the production of articles of utility, 
and beauty. and of works of art, 
scientific and other research, and 
the ordering and beautifying of 
man’s environment, 


6 The development of personality 

“can be realised most completely 
in society and therefore the jn- 
dividual has a_ responsibility to 
society. A fully integrated life 
would discover and express. the 
fundamental unity between its own 
and the common good. 


rb Each person is an end in him- 

* self, whereas society is only a 
means to his development. Hence 
the claims of society must never be 
allowed to violate individual con- 
science or to interfere with personal 
libertv, except in so far as that 
may be necessary to restrain anti- 
social acts. This involves mutual 
toleration and unrestricted inter- 
course between individuals, groups 
and nations, 


8. The realization of the objects 

stated above, while not dependent 

on material conditions, will be 

facilitated by the achievement of an 
adequate standard of life for all. 


THE DARK FOREST 


Ethel Mannin, 9s. 6d. 


THE NATURE OF METAPHYSICAL 
THINKING 
Dorgthy Emmet, 10s. 6d. 


CITY DEVELOPMENT 
Lewis Mumford, 8s. 6d. 


RICKSHAW BOY 
Lau-Shaw, 10s. 6d. 


OEDIPUS AT COLONUS 
Trans. by R. C. Trevelyan, 3s. 6d. 
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LETTERS 


Easter memory 


ARLY on Easter Sunday morning, I was 
in the City cemetery here, and reached 
the remote corner where plain, wooden crosses 
mark the graves of German airmen shot down 
in the attack on this City. Against one of 
them was a very lovely, though obviously 
home-made cross of flowering bay and cherry, 
and a typewritten and unsigned poem. The 
whole tribute was so much in the spirit of 
Easter, that you may feel some of the lines 
are worth a wider publicity. 
What are these crosses of wood in this last 
and this lowliest hollow, 
Undetailed, undecked and unknown, ana 
sundered apart from their fellows? ... . 
All souls are mine, saith the Lord, who is 
no respecter of persons; 
Boundless and broad is his love, beyond man’s 
measured mentality. 
Therefore, let's keep the Feast by strewing 
some tribute of spring-time ... , 
Pondering whether perchance, where part 
of your own life is buried 
Some alien hands may leave tokens of Hope, 
rainbow coloured by Memory... , 
DOROTHY HAWKIN. 
Rougemont Cottage, Exeter. 


Freedom to help 


Is not the Government embarga on the dis- 
patch of private food parcels to the Continent 
against the meaning of the Four Freedoms? 
For does not Freedom of Worship imply free- 
dom to serve God by serving our neighbour ? 
And what of Freedom from Want—surely, for 
our neighbour as well as ourselves? 

It ean hardly be urged the welfare of the 
State demands euch an embargo today: rather, 
it would conduce to the general peace of mind 
and so to health, if the ban were lifted. If 
it be a matter of life and death, as we have 
been authoritatively told it is, to our neigh- 
hour, is it not equally critical, nay. crucial to 
the very seed of Light and spirit of Humanity 
within us? 

GLADYS and R. G. L. BAR : 

30 Montague Road, BETS, 

Southbourne, Bournemouth. 


Whose fallacy? 


In his Peace News pamphlet, ‘ Peace and 
Disobedience," Mr. Alex Comfort saya that 
““we must not fall into the Marxist fallacy 
of regarding probable historical processes as 
if they were inevitable.” We must not fall 
into any fallacies. 

One might reject Marxism but not after 
misunderstanding it. So much misconception 
exists about the alleged Marxist theories of 
“economic daterminism," ‘historical inevi- 
tability,"’ ete., that the following extract 
straight from the horse's mouth might settle 
this issue once for all: 

Engels, Marx's co-worker, wrote “only in 
the last instance are the economic conditions 
regarded by us as conditioning historical 
development «+ «+ The political, legal, philo- 
sophical, religious, literary, artistic, ete., 
development is based upon the economic. But 
they all react upon one another and upon the 
economic basis... . 

+... it is men themselves who make this 
history; but they make it in a given environ- 
ment, on the basis of actual relations which 
they find already existing, among which the 
economic, however much it may be influenced 
by the others, by the political and ideological, 
is nevertheless in the final instance’ the 
decisive, forming the red thread which runs 
through history and without which history 
cannot be understood,” 


AYANA DEVA. 
Compton Lodge, 
7 Harley Road, N.W.3. 


Sainthood and publicity 


Qbserver is unusually lacking jin his com- 
ments (PN, Apr. 12). Gandhiji’s home is in a 
small remote village in Centra) India, made 
of the same material as that of his neigh- 
bours. If the People deem him a Saint. well 
people called the Nazarene ‘* Good,” although 
He protested. Gandhiji insists that in spirit 
and in truth he is no better than the scaven- 
gers, has in fact done such work, and described 
himself as farmer and weaver. 

This in a man who has become powerful 
on stark merit, toadying to no man, is deemed 
eccentric. When he chooses to live in Bow 
and lower Delhi it is of course grand “‘ News "! 
Must Mr. Gandhi trim his convictions and 
conduct in fear of hasty judgments and relent- 
less news-sleuths? Surely not. Again, if Mr. 
Cameron feels he must supply gossip, that is 
his responsibility—-not Mr. Gandhi's. It is 
unjust to write as if Mr. Gandhi sought pub- 


licity. It is not true. 
J. W. RATTRAY. 


Didyousee? 


Pastor Martin Niemoeller bas been 
elected President of the newly-formed 
Executive Council of the Confessional 
Protestant Church for Greater Hesse. 
—BUP from Frankfurt. 


* 


Because of the world food shortage the Royal 
Society of St. George will held a national 
service in St. Paul’s Cathedral on the evening 
of St. George's Day, April 23, instead of a 
banquet.—Sunday Times. 


* 


France has pledged herself never to 
start a war of conquest, under the 
terms of Article 46 of the new con- 
stitution approved by the Constituent 
Assembly in Paris recently. (Star.) 


* 


According to a recent inquiry by The Gallup 
Poll on bread rationing 50 per cent. dis 
approved as compared with 41 per cent. 
expressing their approval. 


* 


In the Argentine stocks of grain 
and linseed have been burned for fuel 
owing to lack of coal and oil.—White 
Paper on World Food Shortage. 


A special correspondent of The 
Times, in Berlin, described the 
conference of the Social Democratic 
“yump” on fusion with the Com- 
munists: 

“PT is now known here that dele- 

* gates attending last Saturday’s 
Berlin conference of the Social Demo- 
cratic Party were required to sign a 
statement that they had not taken 
part in the conference held the pre- 
vious Sunday by opponents of fusion. 

“After signing the declaration 
each delegate was handed 48 cigar- 
ettes, equivalent to four months’ 
ration at the present scale, and 100 
grammes of sausage. Buttered bread 
was available for the delegates during 
an interval in the conference.” (April 
17.) 


= 


OVER THE ALPS TO— 
PEACE AND UNITY 


BY EARTENING evidence of the ex- 

pansion of pacifist organizations 
on the Continent reaches us. Follow- 
ing the news from Belgium and Ger- 
many published in these columns 
recently comes a letter from: Rome an- 
nouncing the formation of the Italian 
Pacifist League. F ‘ 

Prof. E. Maralli, chairman and 
founder of the Lega Pacifista Italiana 
states that the main difficulty is in 
paper supplies, but public meetings 
are being held wherever it is possible 
to reach by normal transport. A 
special campaign is planned for the 
coming elections. 

The League has the “ spontaneous approval 
of numerous supporters throughout Italy ~ 
and it is hoped may give birth to a European 
Pacifist League. ‘‘ Moral and material aid 
from the elder foreign kin Associations which 
have done so much to make known among men 
the principles of peace and fraternity, is 
confidently invited. 

* 


* 

Across the Alps the Swiss Peace Council. 
representing 22 different bodies working 
towards peace and international understand- 
ing, has alxo been formed, and sends a message 
of greeting to peace organisations in this 


country. Fags = 
President of the Counci) is Prof. Leopold 


Boissier, of Geneva. 
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Germans ‘ Underground ’ 


“Continuation of the war is an out- 
vight crime, because for a people 


there ig never an heroie end, but 
Karl 


always a having to go on living.” 
WAVITH these words Dr. 
Gordeler, the former Mayor of 
Leipzig, leader of the German Under- 
ground movement, appealed in July, 
1943 to Field-Marsgal von Kluge to 
support a direct attack on Hitler and 
the Nazi power. 
“Our conscience directs us this dangerous 


way,” he wrote, “but it is honourable and 
any other will lead to a bitter and terrible 


regret.” 

The appeal succeeded. In 1944 the 
plan to assassinate Hitler was com- 
pleted. In July three Communist 
leaders were approached for co-opera- 
tion. One promptly revealed the plot 
to the Gestapo. On July 20 the 
Underground was forced to strike, 
though not fully prepared. The bomb 
exploded, but Hitler himself was not 
killed. 

More of the story than has yet been 
nublished is told ina recent issue of 
Human Events, of Washington. 

“ We have been led to believe,” says 
the bulletin, “that, almost without 
exception, the German nation con- 
curred in the crimes of jts leaders. 
No evidence to the contrary has even 
been allowed to come from the Nurem- 
burg trials. . . To withhold any part 
of this untold saga can only injure 
those who are denied the truth.” 

* * 


TPE origin of the plot was at the 

beginning of the Hitler regime, 
when a secret information service 
was set up by Social Democratic and 
other party workers. As early as 
1933 there was a regular liaison with 
army leaders, under Wilhelm Leusch- 
ner, former Minister of the Interior 


No Celebrations in 


Essen 


A member of the Friends Ambu- 
lance Unit, after spending five months 
in close contact with the civilians in 
Essen, Germany, supported Victor 
Gollancz’s protest in the News 
Chronicle against increased rations to 
celebrate V Day. 

A daily diet of only 870 calories, 
with potatoes unobtainable, is all that 
the civilian gets in Essen today, states 
Christopher H. Smith, of Darlington. 
Translated into terms of food, this 
means: 

a shallow plate of thin porridge for break- 

fast, 

three slices of bread daily, thinly smeared 

with butter or sometimes jam, 

washed down with three cups of ersatz 

coffee. 

The four-ounce meat ration may be 
used to make sandwiches or soup. or 
eaten as a week-end extra. The fish 
ration may be half a herring. All 
vegetables are virtually unobtainable. 
In spite of the provision of soup in 
schools the young adoles:ents are still 
only obtaining ‘rather less than two- 
thirds of the food recognised as 
necessary for healthy growth, One 
child in ten during March did not 
attend school owing to sickness. 

“ Against this hackground of knowledge,” 
concludes the letter, ‘‘ it is intolerable to think 
that food, which could be an invaluable relief 
in hungry Europe, is to he used in England, 
so that we may celebrate our victory over 
tyranny and brutality.” 


of the State of Hesse. Gérdeler and 
Helmut von Moltke were for a time 
the centres of two principal opposition 
groups, but the threat of war brought 
thm together in a united front con- 
taining members of the former centre 
and Social Democratic parties, clergy- 
men, generals, trade-union leaders, 
and business men. Gordeler was em- 
ployed now by the Bosch magneto 
company, whose head, Robert Bosch, 
was one of the few big industrialist 
supporters, and who had helped many 
Jew emigreés to ‘escape. 

In March 1938 Gérdeler visited 
London and assured the Chamberlain 
Government that if they stood firm in 
the Sudeten crisis. an important group 
of anti-Nazi generals would lead a 
rising. One of them was Gen. Beck, 
Chief of General Staff, who “had 
definitely decided not to follow orders 
to march into Czechoslovakia.” The 
Munich settlement brought disillusion- 
ment, but the work of the Under- 
ground went on, 


JN August 1939 another emissary, 

Adam von Trott zu Solz, was 
sent to London, and after the declara- 
tion of war to USA, Dr. Felix Morley, 
then Editor of the Washington Post, 
now of Human Events, who saw him, 
records: 

“The chief problem is how to en- 
sure that a war of extermination 
against the Nazis will not force be- 
hind them all the elements beginning 
to cohert for Hitler’s overthrow. And 
here von T. confirms my feeling that 
if a Danzig formula could have been found 
there would have been no further aggression 
—because of the coalescing of anti-Hitler 
sentiment in Germany. Now it is far more 
difficult.” 

Further approaches were made in 
autumn 1941, on behalf of Generals 
Beck and Hammerstein; in May 1942 
by Pastor Dietrich Bonhéffer through 
the Bishop of Chichester. But no 
action was taken, and the Uncon- 
ditional Surrender policy made further 
efforts seem fruitless. Nevertheless 
they were made, ‘“ sympathetically 
received at lower levels,” and rebuffed 
by the White House and Whitehall. 

It was therefore without any sup- 
port from abroad that, in 1943, Gér- 
deler made his decision to go forward. 
Beck, von Moltke, von Trott, von 
Kluge, Stulpnagel, Stuffenburg— 
(who had planted the bomb), clergy, 
professors and students to a number 
of 20,000 at least died or were exes 
cuted after the failure. Gérdeler was 
last seen in January 1945, “a physical 
wreck who had been repeatedly 
drugged in the attempt to make him 
betray his associates.” 

“Now we may at least,” says the 
report, “remember the words he 
spoke ten years ago: ; 

‘What Europe needs most is to re- 
affirm: the concept of human decency 


UNO PASSPORTS ? 


Felix Morley, editor of Human Events, has 
outlined Proposals for the appointment of 
political representatives to UNO through the 
usuzl electoral procedure as ‘‘ we the peoples 
have no control whatever over the operation 
of this machinery for international co-opera- 
tion One of his suggestions is a United 
Nations passport, permanently valid in the 
territory of any nation adhering to the Charter 
of UNO, made available to educators, news- 
paper men, commercial travellers, labour 
Jeaders and even to ‘‘ mere tourists.” 
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Clear British policy 


‘OBSERVER™ CONTINUED. 


the British sense of constitutional 
democracy, or government by consent 
—the existence of pacifism depends. 
Pacifism (in the British sense) is a 
by-product of democracy. The kind 
of pacifism that would be required in 
countries where democracy has broken 
down, or never been established, is 
something quite beyond British ex- 
perience or imagination. It could 
only be a pacifism of individual and 
unpublished martyrdom: a pacifism 
which could only look forward (in this 
life anyhow) to systematic extermina- 
tion. 

As democracy recedes, so does the 
potentiality of pacifism. In Russia 
the position reaches the scientific 
purity of the pure case. Pacifism, as 
far as evidence is available, has been 
totally eliminated in USSR—the coun- 
try of Tolstoy. And, generally, in 
totalitarian countries, or countries in 
which totalitarian parties are strug- 
ling for power, the existence of 
pacifism as an openly avowed creed is 
inconceivable. 


Low ebb in France 


4“ VEN in countries where democracy 
still functions, the degree of its 
vitality varies immensely. In France 
its condition jis still desperate. The 
debate on the Constitution has ended 
in the definite separation of MRP 
from the Socialists and the Commun- 
fists, and in the passing of the Con- 
stitution by so small a majority that 
it is likely to become, not an instru- 
ment of unity, but a dividing sword. 
It is only by a transparent fiction— 
whereby the constitutional issue is 
reckoned secondary—that the semb- 
Jance of unity in the French govern- 
ment iis preserved. 


It ig hard to see how Social De- 
mocracy will triumph in France. It 
is true that Social Democracy should 
not be identified in France with the 
Socialists only. What is required is a 
fenuine, trustworthy coalition of 
socially-progressive democratic forces. 
But it seems that the political energy 
of France is at too low an ebb to 
create such a thing. The impetus 
must come from outside. The only 
practicable form jit could take would 
be a clear and coherent policy of 
Britain in regard to Western Ger- 
many. which combined a_ definite 
refusal to permit the political separa- 
tion of the Ruhir, the Rhineland and 
the Saar, and a positive policy of 
encouraging Social Democracy at least 
as resolutely as the Russians encour- 
age the Communists in the East. 


A neglected task 


4 ale) be effective in Europe today, 

Democracy has to be Social De- 
mocracy: and it has to be propagated 
es zealously and with as much convie- 
tion as the Russians propagate Com- 
munism, It is nothing like so easy a 
task. Democratic methods are always 
at a disadvantage compared to totali- 
tuirian methods. It is pitiful that 
this delicate, vet crucially important 
matter, should have been so neglected. 
The ordinarv personnel of a British 
avwnv of occupation is quite unfitted 
for iit. 

So are some, at any rate, of the 
British trade union leaders. What 
could be more deplorable in its effect 
than the follow'ng as quoted in The 
Times (Ap. 17)? 

“Mr. Will Lawther, president of the 
National Union of Mineworkers, in 2 speech 
at Ilford Inst nicht. said that it was easy 
for those in comfortable jobs to talk glibly 


of feeding the Germans. He would remind 
these complacent individuals that the first 


HOUSMAN’S— 


your bookseller 


If you are in London for the A.G.M. , 


THE DIRECTORS and Staff invite 
you to visit Housman’s and inspect 
the stock of books. We are half a 
minute’s walk from Cambridge Circus 
and Charing Cross Rd. A No. 14 bus 
from Euston will take you almost to 
our door. 


WE WILL HAVE a sniall display at 
Friends House on Sun., Apr. 28th. 


124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.I. 


might revive France 


claim on Britons belonged to the British 

miners. It was sheer hypocrisy to talk of 

giving up anything for the brigand race of 
Europe while miners went without extra 
rations. It was true here, as elsewhere, that 
before they could get coal they must have 
meat. No miner could enjoy the luxury of 
fasting and produce coal. The miners of 
Britain had suffered too long to tolerate the 
sub-stuff of the comfortable being accepted 
as the voice of Britain.’ 


Probably the inspiration of that 
miserable outburst was sheer ignor- 
ance: but it is hard to conceive any- 
thing more calculated to lead straight 
to the final defeat of Democracy in 
Europe. 


Belated ’support 


MTHE one Labour leader who has 

some real insight into the com- 
plex and crucial nature of the pro- 
blem of Western Europe is Mr. Bevin. 
Can he not make it his business to 
educate the Trade Union leaders into 
a sense of reality, and to enlist their 
active support in the urgently neces- 
sary business of getting the Trade 
Unions of Western Germany on their 
feet, physically and morally, once 
more? Has it ever been forcibly put 
to the British Trade Union movement 
that this is the most important thing 
that can be done for Democracy, 
Socialism and Peace in Europe today? 
Or can it be that the Trade Union 
movement itself is so hhoneycombed 
with Communists that anything of the 
kind will be frustrated? 

Mr. Kingsley Martin reports from Germany 
“My one limportant discovery is that Britain 
has now a conscious policy .... The resnon- 
sible authorities . . .. are actively supporting 
German Social-Democrats’’ (New Statesman, 
April 20) 

That is indeed welcome news. But 
the kind of support the German 
Social Democrats need is the support 
that only fellow Trade Unionists can 
give. 


Fraternal help 


At this point, pacifism, seeking to 

discover the means of propagating 
the conditions of its own ‘existence, 
which are Democracy and effective 
Social Democracy, finds its choice of 
means ratified by the moral quality 
of the task to be performed. It is 
the fraternal and constructive col- 
Inboration of British with German 
Trade Unionists that is required. 
True. there is not much that pacifists 
can do directly to assist it: but they 
can at least understand the necessity 
and urgency of the work. 

Quite anart from its heing necessary 
to the defence of democracy—and 
ultimately of pacifism itself—it is the 
only way bv which the productive 
capacity of Western Germany can be 
vsed for the reconstruction of a free 
Europe. That (at the best) will take 
years to build again even in the re- 
stricted territory of possible demo- 
eracy: North-Western Europe. 


Corner of a’desert 

AS a pendant to these reflections, I 
*™ add two sentences from a letter 
rend bv Rev. Henry Carter at the 
AGM of the Christian Pacifist Fores- 
try ond Land Units. It is from a 
member who has been working with 


UNRRA in Greece. 

“T eee so clearly here in Greece, perhans 
more clearly than ever he‘ore. that if the 
sniritual content of national life is small. 
there is simply nothine on which to build. and 
governments cannot function. There is little 
community sense. with which to work—I just 
fee] that here we have perhansa just a small 
corner of a mora! and spiritual d-sert that 
threatens to engulf Furope as a whole.” 

That community sense reaches its 
highest in the working of practic] 
demneracy. Destrov that, cease to 
defend it, neglect to propagate it and 
in feed rather than in word, and you 
moke jnevitable the advent of the 
toteltarian society and the eclipse of 
noe'fism. 


“Grim and dangerous” 


MUR. HOOVER’S six-point plan for 

staving off the immediate famine 
in Evrone and Asin shonld have 
heancht a notable clorification of the 
sitnation, at least in the nublie mind, 
and shove allin USA, On “the erim 
and dangerous hasis ” of 1.500 calories 
a Aav as the safety line. there are 150 
milWon neonle who are in danger of 
starvation between now and the har- 
vest. There are 20 million svh- 
narmal ard disescsad children now in 
Eveane, Tho 140 willion needed a 
minimim of 11 m'ion tons of cereals 
end fats. of which six million tons 
were available throuch narmal ecom- 
mere'a]l cunplies. For making vn the 
miccine five million tons be made the 
“six blent sug@estions ” summarised 
om our front rege as “the only wav 
whoarahvy millions of livags could be 
saved at this Tate date.” 

Those methods, Mr. Honver said, 
swonld cover 90 ner cent. iof the gap. 
Tinfortinately the aerantanre of some 
of them is highly problematic. 


NEWS FLASHES FROM 
HUNGRY EUROPE 


ITALY: UNRRA has told the 
Italian people that they can ex- 
pect no more imports of wheat 
from the USA to increase the 
present bread rations of eight 
ounces a day. On the contrary, 
the ration would have to be re- 
duced for some weeks. 

* * * 


AUSTRIA: Reporting celebra- 
tions of the anniversary of Tol- 
bukhin’s entry into Vienna 
G. E. R. Gedye, Daily Herald 
correspondent writes: “As 
watched the marching columns of 
hollow-cheeked, pale-faced and 
obviously enfeebled workers, I 
was struck by the contrast be- 
tween their condition and that of 
the thousands of demonstrators I 
have just been watching in 
Trieste. There they are also on 
short commons because of high 


Call to Fast 


Appealing to all Argentinians to 
help in sending the largest possible 
amount of food to Europe, President 
Farrell said in a nation-wide broad- 
cast: 

“One day’s fast weekly will help 
starving Europe immensely... I ask 
you all for practical and effective 
co-operation.” 


RR ie Bip ph Sil Le a NR re it le i Al ig ye be Ey, 
prices in Italy. But, in compari- 


son with the starving Viennese 
they looked fit and strong.” 


* * * 
GERMANY: US Military 
Government officials informed 


Mr, Hoover during this visit that 


they cannot support life in their 


zone “even at starvation levels.” 
General MecNarney, US Com- 
mander-in-chief in Germany, 


stated that present supplies will 
support a dailv average ration of 
only 915 calories until Sept. 30. 
Conditions in the British zone 
are reported to be even more 
serious though “ gigantic efforts ” 
are being made to preserve the 
people from starvation. 
* * + 
HUNGARY: In October last, according to 
Worldover Press, the average citizen in Buda- 
pest received by ration card 556 calories a 


day, and since then the situation has grown 
markedly worse. 


# * * 


POLAND: “ Qut of 1,100,000 orphans, only 
30,000 have so far been cared for by the 
Government. Over 1,000,000 are unable to 
attend schools. Over 500,000 have never 
begun to have any education at all.” Sug- 
gesting a scheme for the admission of these 
Polish children into Allied countries for six 
months, the director of the Polish Press 
Agency in Edinburgh says in a letter to the 
Daily Telegraph: ‘ This question has nothing 
to do with politics. It is simply one of com- 
mon humanity.’ 


No. 25 COMING UP 


Easter has delayed the issue by the 
Ministry of Labour (the CBCO 
understands) of the release notices 
to conditionally registered COs in 
release group 25 but these are ex- 
pected to be posted at the beginning 
of next month. 


LOUISE HYNARD 


The Peace Pledge Union and Peace News 
have lost a stalwart supporter in Mrs. Loutse 
Hynard, who died on April 20. 5 

Throughout the war she bought and distributed 
in a scattered area in Kent, many copies of 
Peace News. She was intensely interested in 
all social reforms as well as pacifism ang not 
only arranged meetings but never failed to 
attend PPU gatherings in her area even during 
the times when transport difficulties were at 
their worst. : 

There was a quality of staunchness in her 
pacifism, an unshakeable faith in ultimate 
good that the PPU and Peace News can ill 
afford to lose. The news of her death comes 
as a shock and grief to many who never even 
spoke to her. Our sincere sympathy is with 
her husband and her family. 


THE GERMAN CRISIS 


Those who do not ace the Economist will be 
glad to know that the articles on “ The Ger- 
man Crisis” to which James Hudson reterred 
in the Commons (PN, April 19) have been 
published as a pamphlet by the National Peace 
Council, 144 Southampton Row, W.C.1 (post 
free 5d.). > = 

These five articles by members of the stalt 
of the paper who have recently been in Ger- 
many, are the best expose of the results of 
Allied policy towards Germany which has yet 
appeared. 


JAMES CAMERON 


In his Commentary (PN, April 12) Observer 
quoted a remark attributed to ‘tone of his 
(Gandhi's) most zealous followers, James 
Cameron.” This should have read ‘“‘to James 
Cameron,” the Daily Express reporter con- 

cerned. 


‘Moral degeneration’ 


“WWE are going through a moral 
‘ i crisis at present unparalleled 
in the history of the West,” said 
Victor Gollancz, speaking at a London 
Federal Union mevting last week. 

Deploring the appalling moral de- 
generation of the British Press, par- 
ticularly since the end of the war, he 
said that the only basis for peace, 
nationally and individually, was an 
altruistic one. The enormously 
powerful Soviet Union was fighting 
hard to win the soul of Germany; 
we fumbled and did not know how to 
help the people of Europe. 

Cmdr. Stephen King-Hall advocated Select 
Committees of British MPs and US Congress- 
men, working jointly, to report on matters of 
international concern. 

It was stated that nearly 100 MPs would 
be visiting Europe during the Easter recess. 


6-page PN Next Week 


Next week our readers qualify for their 
occasional bonus—the six-page Peace News. 
In addition to the usual features (and the 
return of one or two old contributors) it will 
include a_ full report of the Peace Pledge 
Union AGM, which is being held this weekend. 


KC ON-C Een 


Conway Hall 
Red Lion Square 
SUNDAY, sth MAY, 1946 

2.30 p.m, 
Benjamin Britten 
Peter Pears 
Michael Tippett 
Sybil Thorndike 
Mewton-Wood 

in aid of the 


DOROTHY EVANS 
MEMORIAL FUND 


Admission free 
reserved seats by programme 3s. 
from 


Sybil Morrison, 6 Paradis? Walk, S.W3. 


UN-COMMON SENSE 


The Illustrated Monthly (4d.) 
Our Correspondents report from Greece. 
India and Germany. Film, Theatre and 
Book Reviews. New Poems. Impartial 
Political Commentary. 
From Newsagent or (post 1d.) 30 Da 
Road, Oldbury, Birmingham. ane 


———= 


NORTH LONDON PLAYERS 


Shakespeare's 
HAMLET 


Cast includes : 

Janet Parish 
Janet Walker 
Martin Hamlyn 
Derick Pavey 
Stanley Robertson 


The Play produced by Roy Walker 


Toynbee Hall Theatre 


COMMERCIAL STREET, E.1. 
(Tube : Aldgate East) 


May 3rd & 4th. 7 p.m. promp* 


Tickets (numbered and reserved) 4s., 3s., 2s., 
from Nellie Harby, 74, Ingleton Road, N.18. 


Leslie F. Pitt 
Geoffrey Pittock-Buss 
Geoffrey Hallett 
Arthur Levy 

Joseph Agassi 


CATARRH 


ae commonest of all disease con- 

ditions amongst civilised peoples, 
greatly impairs mental efficiency, lowers 
resistance to infection, and generally 
debilitates its innumerable victims, The 
true remedy is to de-toxicatethesystem, 
restore the clean bloodstream of youth, 
and then reform the diet and other 
habits of living. 

Garlic—a_ prescription with S000 
years of history—is a most powerful 
disinfecting agent ; and greatly helps in 
neutralising and liquifying catarrh. 

Send stamps Sd. for two 20-page 
booklets about Garlic in its modern 
deodorised forms, which impart no taint 
whatever to the breath or person. 


Allysol Company, Fairlight, Sussex 
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Published from 8 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4, by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by 
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